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ley — but nobody could have turned the thing more pret-
tily than Walter Scott did — and upon the whole I never
had better fun."1
The Eegent, as was his custom with those he most de-
lighted to honor, uniformly addressed the poet, even at
their first dinner, by his Christian name, "Walter."
Before he left town, he again dined at Carlton House,
when the party was a still smaller one than before, and
the merriment, if possible, still more free. That nothing
might be wanting, the Prince sung several capital songs
in the course of that evening — as witness the lines in
Sultan Serendib:2 —
" I love a Prince will bid the bottle pass,
Exchanging1 with his subjects glance and glass,
In fitting time can, gayest of the gay,
Keep up the jest and mingle in the lay.
Such Monarchs best our freeborn humor suit,
But despots must be stately, stern, and mute." 8
Before he returned to Edinburgh, on the 22d of May,
the Regent sent him a gold snuff-box, set in brilliants,
with a medallion of his Koyal Highness's head on the
lid, "as a testimony" (writes Mr. Adam, in transmitting
it) "of the high opinion his Eoyal Highness entertains
of your genius and merit."
I transcribe what follows from James Ballantyne's
Memoranda: —
" After Mr. Scott's first interview with his Sovereign, one or
two intimate friends took the liberty of inquiring, what judg-
ment he had formed of the Begent's talents ? He declined
1	Since this narrative was first published, I hare been told by two gen-
tlemen who were at this dinner, that, according to their recollection, the
Prince did not on that occasion run so " near the wind " as my text re-
presents ; and I am inclined to believe that a scene at Dalkeith, in 1822,
may have been unconsciously blended with a gentler rehearsal of Carlton
House, 1815.   The Chief Commissioner had promised to revise my sheets
for the present edition; but alas, he never did so — and I must now leave
the matter as it stands. — (1839.)
2	[The Search after Happiness.]
8 Scott's Poetical Works, vol. xi. p. 353 [Cambridge Ed. p. 431].

